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Among the responsibilities of a judge is supervision of the administrative processes of 
judicature, and the presiding or chief judge in a multijudge circuit functions as the 
administrative judge of the circuit. 


Among the responsibilities of a judge is supervision of the administrative processes of judicature.! 
A judge should diligently discharge administrative responsibilities,” as no court in the land can 


function on a pure diet of adjudication. There can be no adjudication without administration 
as there must be someone who will deal with personnel, assignments, new approaches to new 


problems, case distribution, and the like.“ 


In most states, the chief justice of the state supreme court is the administrative head of the judicial 
system.” Local administrative authority rests with the circuit judge in a single-judge circuit,° and 


the chief’ or presiding judge in a multijudge circuit.” While all circuit judges in a multijudge 
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circuit are clothed with coequal judicial power, ° the chief judge possesses overall administrative 


authority"! subject only to the authority of the state supreme court. a 


The presiding or chief judge, as the administrative judge of a circuit, functions in an executive 
capacity and may exercise administrative powers necessary to secure the convenient and 


expeditious transaction of the court's business”? and the speedy and proper administration of 


justice. !* At the same time, however, the presiding judge must abide by local rules adopted by a 
majority of the judges in a circuit directing how the administrative powers of the presiding judge 
are to be implemented, such as those providing procedures for the docketing and handling of cases, 


and the administrative, budgetary, accounts, records, and personnel workings of the entire circuit 


court and its divisions. "° 
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